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Lesson:

Seasons

General:

Time: 40 mins - 1 hour

Objectives: Talking about the four seasons

Structures: "Vamos a..."
"En el/la (estacion)"

Target Vocab: primavera, verano, otofio, invierno, cdlido, calor, fresco, frio, vamos a,
merendar al campo, playa, paseo, nieve

You will need to download:

Flashcards: primavera, verano, otofo, invierno

Printables: 1. Las cuatro estaciones worksheet
2. LaCancion de las Estaciones song poster
3. Warm Up & Wrap Up lesson sheet

Reader: Las Estaciones del Tonto Pablo

Songs: La Cancidn de las Estaciones (The Seasons Song)

These can be downloaded at http://www.eslkidstuff.com/esl-kids-lesson-plans.html

You will also need:

e |ots of different colored paper cut into small squares
o felt pens

e 4 boxes

e timer

prizes (e.g. candies or stickers)

e white card or construction paper cut into large circles (1 per group of 3 or 4 students)
e colored paper or card: reds, pinks, blues, greens, dark reds, oranges and browns

e scissors and glue

e sand or yellow glitter

e cotton wool / cotton balls

blue tak or tape to stick season clock crafts to the wall
board with markers / chalk
e (CD/ tape player / computer or something to play the song on

Notes:

This lesson really helps students to learn the seasons of the year and words associated with each
season.
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Lesson Overview:

Warm Up and Maintenance:

1. See our "Warm Up & Wrap Up" lesson sheet.

New Learning and Practice:

Introduce the vocab: the four seasons

Play "Seasons Word Association Draw"

Do "Season objects writing" activity

Play "Season Bingo"

Sing "La Cancién de las Estaciones"

Read classroom reader "Las Estaciones del Tonto Pablo
Do the "Seasons Clock" craft

Play "Find the Season Pictures"

O NV AR WNE

Wrap Up:

1. Set Homework: "Las cuatro estaciones" worksheet
2. See our "Warm Up & Wrap Up" lesson sheet.

Lesson Procedure:

Warm Up and Maintenance:

See our "Warm Up & Wrap Up" lesson sheet.
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New Learning and Practice:

1. Introduce the vocab: the four seasons
Before class prepare four pieces of paper with the following written on:

e Dibuja un drbol. Dibuja muchas hojas en el drbol. Dibuja un sol grande en el cielo.
(Draw a tree. Draw flowers in the tree. Draw a sun and clouds in the sky.)

e Dibuja un drbol. Dibuja muchas hojas en el drbol. Dibuja un sol grande en el cielo.
(Draw a tree. Draw lots of leaves in the tree. Draw a big sun in the sky.)

e Dibuja un drbol. Dibuja algunas hojas en el drbol. Dibuja hojas cayendo del drbol.
Dibuja hojas en el suelo. Dibuja nubes en el cielo. (Draw a tree. Draw some leaves in
the tree. Draw leaves falling off the tree. Draw leaves on the ground. Draw clouds
in the sky.)

e Dibuja un drbol sin hojas. Dibuja nieve en el suelo. Dibuja una nube en el cielo con
nieve cayendo. (Draw a tree with no leaves. Draw snow on the ground. Draw a cloud
in the sky with snow falling.)

Four students are going to read these and draw the pictures on the board. Alternatively,
whisper the instructions into your students’ ears or show them flashcards to copy.

In class, draw 4 large squares in the board. Invite a volunteer
student to come up to the board and draw the first picture
inside the first of the 4 squares. As the student is drawing, get
the other students to guess what is in the picture (e.g. "¢ Qué es
esto?", "Es un arbol"). Do the same with other students for the
remaining three pictures.

Once all 4 pictures have been drawn, point at the first picture and ask "When does the tree
look like this?". Elicit / Teach "Primavera" and write the word under the picture. Do the
same for all for pictures and chorus each season word 4 times.

2. Play "Seasons Word Association Draw"

Divide the class into teams (of 3 or 4 students). Give each
team one pen and lots small pieces of colored paper (e.g.
Team A has only red paper, Team B has only blue paper, etc.).
This is very important as you will be giving scores to each team
based on the amount of pictures they have drawn.

Next, put 4 boxes in the 4 corners of your classroom. Each
box should be labeled with a season (e.g. one box will have "Primavera" written on it,
another "Verano", etc.).
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Now model the activity: take one piece of paper and draw an ice cream. Elicit the word and
then say "éEn donde debo poner esto?" (Where should | put this?) and gesture towards the
4 boxes. After receiving a reply for summer, go to the summer box and drop the paper in it.
Next do the same for spring (a flower), autumn (a pumpkin) and winter (a woolly hat).

Finally drop a prize into each box (e.g. some candy or stickers, etc.) and explain that the
team with the most (correct) pictures in each box will
win the prize. Place a timer in view of everyone and set
5 minutes. Then say "Ahora" (Go!).

As each team has only one pen they will have to work
together to come up with ideas and draw them. Then
one player will have to rush to a box and drop the
picture into it. Teams will probably find summer and
winter easy but may need some prompting from you for
spring and autumn. As they are drawing, walk around and ask questions (e.g. ¢Qué es eso?
(What is that?)) and elicit / teach vocab. Make sure someone draws some key vocab from
the song that will be sung later in the lesson (a picnic, beach, snow).

When the timer goes off get everyone to stop. You are going to count the number of papers
each team has in each box — but you are going to be really strict! Throw out any badly
drawn pictures which you can’t guess what they are and any pictures that are wrong or are
not season specific. Elicit what each picture is when you hold it up. Count the scores and
write them on the board. Then tell the class that they have an additional 5 minutes to finish
but must not draw any pictures that other teams have drawn. Set the timer for a further 5
minutes and start.

When the timer goes off, be strict again about which pictures earn points and finally give
out the prizes to the teams with the most points.

3. Do "Season objects writing" activity
Your students are going to write the words for the pictures they have just drawn, so this is a
great activity if your students are at a high enough level to write words (even with spelling
mistakes). If not (for younger students), skip this activity and go on to point 4. Take the
boxes with pictures inside and give the pictures out randomly to each group. Model by
holding up one of the pictures (e.g. a flower) and elicit the word. Then turn over the piece
of paper and write "flor" on the back.

Give a time limit (say 5 minutes) and get each group to write
words on the back of as many pictures as they can, using the
one pen (again, so they will have to work as a team). If a

team does not know the word, they can send one person up
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to the teacher with the picture to ask what it is — but the teacher will only say the word and
will refuse to spell it — the students will have to try their best to spell each word.

When the timer goes off, tell everyone to stop writing. On the board draw two intersecting
lines so the board is divided into four equal squares. Write a season in each of the squares.
Go around the class asking for the words they have written and write the words on the
board — for each correct spelling the team wins a point (also, make sure they correct their
spelling mistakes on the back of the pictures). At the end total up the points and award a
prize to the winning team.

4. Play "Season Bingo"

Keep the same groups together and the pictures that they have drawn. Get each team to
deal out the pictures so that each student is holding the same number of pictures. The class
is going to play "Season Bingo" with the pictures. The teacher says a season and a word (e.g.
"verano — helado") and any students holding that picture can put it in the middle of their
table. Keep going until one student has discarded his/her last card and shouted "Bingo!".
Play a few rounds for fun.

5. Sing "La Cancion de las Estaciones”

Before class, print off the song poster for La Cancidn de las Estaciones. Put the song poster
on the board and elicit the seasons and the activities on it. Then get everyone to stand up
and follow you doing the actions and singing (as described below in Gestures for "La Cancidn
de las Estaciones"). Play the song through 2 or 3 times.

"Verano"
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Lyrics for "La Cancion de las
Estaciones" (The Seasons Song)

Coro:

Primavera, Verano, Otofo, Invierno.
Primavera, Verano, Otofio, Invierno.

Estrofa 1:

En la primavera, en la primavera,
Es agradable y cdlido,

En la primavera, en la primavera,
Es agradable y célido,

iVamos a merendar al campo!

Coro

Estrofa 2:

En el verano, en el verano,
Hace mucho calor,

En el verano, en el verano,
Hace mucho calor,
iVamos a la playa!

Coro

Estrofa 3:

En el otofio, en el otofio,
Es agradable y fresco,

En el otofio, en el otofio,
Es agradable y fresco,
iVamos a dar un paseo!

Coro

Estrofa 4:

En el invierno, en el invierno,
Hace mucho frio,

En el invierno, en el invierno,
Hace mucho frio,

iVamos a jugar con la nieve!

Gestures for "La Cancidn de las Estaciones" (The Seasons Song)

We'll use some fun gestures with this song:

- during the chorus do the following gestures, standing with legs
apart (see picture):

"Primavera" - hands up at 12 o'clock

"Verano" - hands out at 3 o'clock and 9 o'clock

"Otofio" - hands straight down at 6 o'clock

"Invierno" - hands out at 3 o'clock and 9 o'clock

Primavera Verano

Otofio Invierno

- during the verses do the following gestures:

"En la primavera / el verano / el otofio / el invierno ..." -
hands out, waving in time with the music

(primavera) "Es agradable y célido" - hug yourself
looking warm and happy

(primavera) "iVamos a merendar al campo!" - gesture
eating delicious food

(verano) "Hace mucho calor" - fan your face looking hot
and bothered

(verano) "iVamos a la playa!" - gesture swimming
(otofio) "Es agradable y fresco" - wipe your forehead
looking like you have cooled down

(otofio) "iVamos a dar un paseo!" - gesture walking
(invierno) "Hace mucho frio" - shiver and look cold
(invierno) "iVamos a jugar con la nieve!" - gesture
patting a snowball into shape and throwing it

6. Read classroom reader "Las Estaciones del Tonto Pablo"
Let's follow the song with a reader which uses vocabulary from
the song. Before class, download and print off the reader "Las
Estaciones del Tonto Pablo" from our website. As you go through
each page, point to the pictures and elicit the seasons and talk
about what Silly Willy is doing, for example:
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Teacher: (pointing at the picture on page 4) jVean al tonto Pablo! ¢ Qué estd haciendo?
Students: jCaminando!

Teacher: Si, correcto! Y ¢ COmo estd el tiempo?

Students: jEstd soleado!

Teacher: Si, Muy bien! ¢Y qué estacion creen que es?

Students: ¢ Primavera?

Teacher: Ok, let's check (reading on page 5) "Un dia de primavera, el Tonto Pablo salid.
Estaba cdlido y soleado. Habia muchas flores y los conejos estaban jugando en los campos”.
iMuy bien, es primavera!

Get the students really involved in the story by asking lots of questions about the weather
during different months and activities they do (and don't do) in their country, for example:

Teacher: (reading on page 7) "éQué hizo el Tonto Pablo? jEl tratd de hacer un mufieco de
nieve!". ¢ Hacer un mufieco de nieve en primavera? ¢ Puedes hacer un mufieco de nieve en
primavera?

Students: [No!

Teacher: Claro que no. Estd muy cdlido para nieve en primavera. ¢ Cudndo se puede hacer un
mufieco de nieve?

Students: jEn invierno!

Teacher: Asi es, correcto. Entonces qué se hace en primavera?

Students: Vamos a merendar al campo.

etc.

7. Do the "Seasons Clock" craft
This is a great craft which you can hang on the classroom walls and update each season or
even each month. Before class there are a few things you will need to prepare:

e cut large circles out of construction paper or white cardboard — enough for each
group of 3 or 4 students. This will be the base of the season clock.

e for spring, you’ll need different colored paper or card: reds, pinks, blues, greens —
students will cut into flower shapes (for really little ones you’ll have to cut flower
shapes out yourself before class)

e for summer, you’ll need sand or yellow glitter (you can get from craft stores) —
students will make a beach scene

e for autumn, you need different colored paper or card: dark reds, oranges and
browns — students will cut into leaf shapes (for really little ones you’ll have to cut
leaf shapes out yourself before class)
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e for winter, you’ll need cotton wool / cotton balls — students will make a snow scene
with this.

e you'll also need glue and pens or even paint if you wish

Put the class into groups of 3 or 4 and give out the materials to make the season clocks.
Start off by getting everybody to draw 4 lines from the center of the circle to the outside, so
that you create 4 different areas (one for each season). Write the word for each season in
each segment. If you have taught months, get everybody to write the months in order
around the edge of the clock, with 3 months in each segment (you can just use the first
letters of each month), so that it looks like the image below:

Invierno

Verano

Now comes the first part — everyone is going to get creative and decorate the clock — cutting
out flower shapes and gluing onto spring, cutting out leaf shapes and gluing onto autumn,
making a beach scene in summer (put glue on the paper and then sprinkle over the
sand/glitter to make the beach — use blue colored pens or paint for the sea) and gluing
cotton wool for snow in winter. Let everyone add extras, e.g. a big sun in summer, seasonal
clothing, etc.
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When everyone has finished, stick the crafts onto the wall and give each team a pin (or
something sticky, like blue tak) to place in the season (or month) that it is now.

In future lessons you can refer back to the clocks and have your students move the pin as
the seasons (and months) change.

8. Play "Find the Season Pictures"

To end the lesson, we’ll have some fun with the pictures the
students drew in point 2. Clear all the desks and chairs to
the edge of the room. Collect up all of the pictures and then
randomly scatter them around the room. Next, pick the
Summer box from point 2, and say "iMuy bien, todos.
Encuentren los dibujos del verano y pénganlos en la caja, en
sus marcas, listos... fueral!" (Ok, everyone. Find all the
summer pictures and put them in the box, Ready ... Go!).

Everyone rushes around picking up pictures and placing them in the summer box. Then do
the same for the other seasons.

Wrap Up:
1. Assign Homework: "Las cuatro estaciones" worksheet.
2. Wrap up the lesson with some ideas from our "Warm Up & Wrap Up" lesson sheet.

e All flashcards, worksheets, craft sheets, readers and songs used in this
lesson plan can be downloaded at spanishkidstuff.com/lesson-plans.html

e More free Lesson Plans are available at spanishkidstuff.com/lesson-
plans.html

Please report any mistakes at http://www.spanishkidstuff.com/contact.html

This lesson plan was produced by Spanish KidStuff (http://www.spanishkidstuff.com) and is
covered by copyright.
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